
Academy Council Meeting Minutes – 4th March 2025 

 

Present:​ ​ JanetMcKenzie 

​ ​ ​ Thanjima Hussain 

​ ​ ​ Bill Holledge 

​ ​ ​ Denise 

​ ​ ​ Melissa Hayman 

2 parents were also in attendance. 

Meeting started and Janet gave the council an update. 

Janet’s update 

Mixed age classes 
Y2/3, Y3/4 and Y4/5  mixed classes have been working really well.  We have just had 
assessments and all pupils are doing well.  Parent/carer consultations will be taking 
place this half term.  Details to follow later this week. 
 
We have external audits - this half term Mathematics Mastery visit -  looking at the 
mixed classes and speaking with both class teachers about tracking each pupil to 
ensure pupils are all reaching year group expectations. 
 
SEND Provision 
Our SEND provision continues to be a focus at Solebay.  We continue to  provide 
strong provision for our pupils and with the arrangements that some pupils work part 
of the day in the flexi class and part of the day in mainstream they are really 
developing their social and emotional aspects of learning.   
 
Early Years 
Our mixed class for nursery and reception are working well.  All pupils are enjoying 
their learning.  There has been a particular focus on developing speech and 
language.   
Our  2-3 year old nursery currently has 17 pupils across the 5 days - all part time.  If 
you know of anyone who is looking for a 2-3 year old nursery place or a 3-4 year old 
nursery place please promote our provision. 
 



We are appealing to all parents to use their social media to promote Solebay 
Primary Academy.  We have spaces in all year groups.   We have breakfast club 
from 8am and after school provision.  We have 2 year old nursery provision.  Please 
arrange a visit by directly calling the school.  
 
School events 
World Book Day - Thursday 7th March  
Ducklings EYFS 
Year 4 residential Monday 5th - Wednesday 7th May 
Year 6 residential Monday 16th June - Wednesday 18th June 
 
Educational visits  
Y1 The Gruffalo trail 
YR/YN The Farm visit 
 
The month of Ramadan 
Y5 and Y6 pupils who are fasting - parents must send in an email 
Recommendation that pupils do not fast on swimming day 
 
Closed for Eid on Monday 31st March 
Eid parties  
Tuesday 1st April 
 
Easter break 
Break up on Friday 4th April 
Back on 21st April  
 
Points of concern: 

​ Q. Can the school start keeping school water bottles in class and refill every 
morning to avoid leaking water bottles and damaged bags/homework etc 

​ A. Janet will look into this. 

​ Q. Will the reading session that Sancia set up start again? This is where the 
parents/carers sign up to come in and read to the class. 

​ A. Now that Sancia is back, this is something that she may reinstate.  

A parent had given another parent a list of concerns to voice at the meeting, 
these are as follows: - 



1.​ Concern that teachers are ignoring children at lunchtime (in the dinner hall) 
and just chatting to each other  

Janet’s response: Ratio is different at lunchtime so there are only a few members 
of staff in the dinner hall, adults may need to talk to each other about work 
related issues but they are available when a child needs them for something 

2.​ Children that are shy are not encouraged to socialise by the staff. 

Janet’s response: Has the parent spoken to the class teacher about this? If they 
have not done so, it is advised that they address their concerns to the teacher to 
see how the teacher can help the child. If the child has spoken to the teacher 
but feels not enough has been done, please come and talk to Janet about it. 

3.​ Bad language – there have been several reports of children in reception using 
the F word, what can be done to stop this? 

Janet’s response: Parents/carers are always spoken to when bad language is 
used. Unfortunately, these words are commonly heard outside of the school, 
whether it be through other adults, older siblings or on public transport.  

Further to this, another parent stated that social media is causing maturity in 
language and action and requested that there is an assembly held to talk about 
this with the children.  

Janets reply: Yes, this is something she will investigate and arrange. 

Other items: 

Bill wanted to understand why so many parents enrol in nearby schools rather the 
Solebay. The parents explained that parents tend to go with what they know. 
These other schools have been around for a long time and are well known in the 
community, with many parents/carers having gone to that school themselves. 
More needs to be done by parents/carers to promote the school where possible 
as the school advertisements will not always be as effective as every school is 
going to endorse their achievements, it's only really through parent/carer  reviews 
that the school will grow. 

Meeting was closed by Janet. Next council meeting date will be sent out via email 
as soon as it is confirmed internally. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 


